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Dear Washington Democratic Caucus,

We represent a coalition of Tribal nations, businesses, doctors and nurses, labor
unions, and nonprofit organizations that mobilized in historic form to defeat
Initiative 2117 and protect Washington's landmark Climate Commitment Act (CCA).
We want to make clear: CCA revenue must first and foremost be invested in clean
air, good jobs, and more affordable and cleaner ways to get around. The proposal
to use CCA funds for existing general fund obligations would break the
legislature's promises to Washington voters.

By defeating 1-2117 by a margin of 24 points, Washington voters declared
unequivocally that they support commonsense, effective climate action that
benefits communities across the state. The victory also provides unparalleled
resilience for Washington state in the face of relentless climate and clean energy
rollbacks from the Trump administration. In the last several months alone, the
federal government has subsidized expensive, dirty fuels while kneecapping clean
energy businesses and the hundreds of thousands of jobs they can provide.

These federal actions are undermining and reversing climate progress; new data
shows that U.S. climate pollution rose in 2025. What do rising emissions actually
mean? It means dirtier air, higher energy costs for working families, and increased
vulnerability to climate disasters.

In Washington - unlike most other states - we have a resource to do something
about this. To walk away from that resource now is like fumbling the ball on the
one yard line.

We have a responsibility to meet the moment and manage CCA revenue well. CCA
funding - by design - will diminish over time as the pollution cap declines. We
have this funding today, but we won't have it tomorrow. We urge Washington
leaders to use these dollars for their intended purpose: Grow our economy and
create jobs, reduce climate pollution, support Tribal-led projects, and make our air
healthier and safer for families across Washington.


https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/doe-orders-wa-coal-plant-to-continue-operating-despite-state-ban/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/wa-loses-over-1b-in-federal-funding-for-clean-energy-projects/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/wa-loses-over-1b-in-federal-funding-for-clean-energy-projects/
https://cleanandprosperous.org/build-shiit-now/#job-creation-workforce-impact
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/13/climate/us-emissions-2025-coal-power.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/13/climate/us-emissions-2025-coal-power.html

Sincerely,

34th District Democrats
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